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G A NEW WAY OF BUILDING
in a time of Climate Change and Energy Transition

Humanity has now affected the environment to such an extent that it is endangering the very viability
ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�Đŝǀ ŝůŝƐĂƟŽŶ͘ �dŚĞ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŝƟĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁ Ğ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶ�ĂŶĚ�ďƵŝůĚ�Ăī ĞĐƚ�ŶŽƚ�ŽŶůǇ�ŽƵƌ�ŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞ
ƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚŝŶŐƐ͕�ďƵƚ�ĂůƐŽ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ĐƌŝƟĐĂůůǇ͕�ƚŚĞ�ůŝǀ ŝŶŐ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ŚŽŵĞ�ƉůĂŶĞƚ͖ �ŶŽǁ �ĂŶĚ�ĨŽƌ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ
ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ͘

It is specifically within this context that responsibility should be recognised, and assumed, by all those
ĞŶŐĂŐĞĚ�ǁ ŝƚŚŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ďƵŝůƚ�ĞŶǀ ŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͘ �t Ğ�ĐĂůů�ĨŽƌ�Ă�E�t �t �z�K&��h/>�/E ' ͕ �Ă�ǁ ĂǇ
ƚŚĂƚ�ĞŶĂďůĞƐ�Ă�ŵƵůƟƚƵĚĞ�ŽĨ�ĐŽŶǀ ŝǀ ŝĂů�ůŝǀ ŝŶŐ�ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚƐ�ŝŶ�ŚĂƌŵŽŶǇ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶǀ ŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͘

The culture of building�ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞůĨͲĞǆƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�Ěŝī ĞƌĞŶƚ�ƐŽĐŝĞƟĞƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�Ă�ĚǇŶĂŵŝĐ
ďĂůĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ĂĞƐƚŚĞƟĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĨƵŶĐƟŽŶĂůŝƚǇ͘�dŚŝƐ�ƌĂŶŐĞƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ǀ ĂƌŝĞĚ�ĐŽŶƚĞǆƚƐ͕�ĨƌŽŵ�ĚĞŶƐĞ�ƵƌďĂŶ�ĂƌĞĂƐ�ƚŽ
ƐŵĂůů�ƌƵƌĂů�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĂůƐŽ�Žǀ Ğƌ�ǀ ĂƐƚ�ƐĐĂůĞƐ͕�ĨƌŽŵ�ĞŶƟƌĞ�ĐŝƟĞƐ�ƚŽ�ŝŶĚŝǀ ŝĚƵĂů�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ĚĞƚĂŝůƐ͘
The scale and context we are yet to incorporate is a global one.

Architecture can become self-interested and immediate, focusing on an isolated design challenge for a
ƐŝŶŐůĞ�ĐůŝĞŶƚ�Žƌ�ŐƌŽƵƉ͘�, Žǁ Ğǀ Ğƌ͕�ŽƵƌ�ĐƌĞĂƟǀ ŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ĂůƐŽ�ĨŽƌŵƐ�ĂŶ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ĂŶĚ
ŝŶĚŝǀ ŝƐŝďůĞ�ĐŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝǀ ŝŶŐ�ǁ ŽƌůĚ͘ �dŚĞ�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ�ǁ Ğ�ƐĞůĞĐƚ�ĂƌĞ�ĞǆƚƌĂĐƚĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ĞĂƌƚŚ͕ �ĂŶĚ
ƚŚĞ�ĞŶĞƌŐǇ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ͕ �ŝŶ�ďŽƚŚ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶ�ƵƐĞ͕�Ăī ĞĐƚƐ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ŚŽůĞ�ĐůŝŵĂƚĞ͘����E�t �t �z�K&
BUILDING presents the opportunity and challenge for buildings, and those who build them, to take on
a global responsibility.

The reduction of energy use�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�Ă�E�t �t �z�K&��h/>�/E ' ͘ �dŚĞ�WĂƐƐŝǀ ŚĂƵƐ
ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚ�Žī ĞƌƐ�ĂŶ�ŝĚĞĂů�ƐŽůƵƟŽŶ�ĂƐ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ͗�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂďůĞ�ŝŶ�Ěŝī ĞƌĞŶƚ�ĐůŝŵĂƚĞƐ͖�ŽƉĞŶ�ƚŽ�Ăůů�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ƚǇƉĞƐ
and building materials; not limited by a single manufacturer; and possible with a range of building
services.

Nevertheless, we recognize the limits of universally applying a single standard of energy performance.
KĨ�ŶŽƚĂďůĞ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐƐ�ǁ ŚĞƌĞ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ŝĚĞŶƟƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ůŽƐƚ͘ �dŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ
also occasions where certain important projects would simply be unfeasible if built to Passivhaus
ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚ͘ �t ŚŝůƐƚ�ƚĂŬŝŶŐ�ŝŶƚŽ�ĂĐĐŽƵŶƚ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĞǆĐĞƉƟŽŶƐ͕�ǁ Ğ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�Ăůǁ ĂǇƐ�ďĞ�ĨŽĐƵƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƌĞĚƵĐŝŶŐ
ĞŶĞƌŐǇ�ĐŽŶƐƵŵƉƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌĞĂƚĞƐƚ�ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ�ĞǆƚĞŶƚ͘

dŚŝƐ�E�t �t �z�K&��h/>�/E ' �ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ĨƵůůǇ�ƵƟůŝƐĞ�ŽŶͲƐŝƚĞ�renewableenergy. Nevertheless, the
ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů�ŽĨ�ŵŝĐƌŽͲŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ŶŽƚ�ƌĞƉůĂĐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝŽƌŝƟƐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�Į ƌƐƚ�ŵŝŶŝŵŝƐŝŶŐ�ĞŶĞƌŐǇ�ĚĞŵĂŶĚ͘
The use of biomass energy sources can also play an important role, yet their use should not
detrimentally infringe on global land use and associated livelihoods.

Land use and urban footprints should be reduced to the necessary size and the non-
ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ŚĂƌĚ�ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉŝŶŐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�Ăǀ ŽŝĚĞĚ͘ �ZĞĐƌĞĂƟŽŶĂů�ŐƌĞĞŶ�ƐƉĂĐĞƐ͕�ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ĂƌĞ�ďŽƚŚ�ĐůŽƐĞ
ƚŽ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ĂŶ�ƵƌďĂŶ�ĞĐŽͲƐǇƐƚĞŵ͕ �ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ĞǆƉĂŶĚĞĚ͘ �/Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ
ƉƐǇĐŚŽůŽŐŝĐĂů�ĂŶĚ�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ƋƵĂůŝƟĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĂƌĞĂƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂůƐŽ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀ Ğ�ďŽƚŚ�ŵŝĐƌŽ�ĂŶĚ�ƵƌďĂŶ�ĐůŝŵĂƚĞƐ͘

Every human being on earth has the right to clean drinking water. Responsible water use should be
integrated into the design of this NEW WAY OF BUILDING.

The choice of building materials�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌ�Ă�ŚŽůŝƐƟĐ�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�ĂƐƉĞĐƚƐ�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ͗
ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ĞŶĞƌŐǇ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞŵĞŶƚƐ͖�ƚƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚ�ĚŝƐƚĂŶĐĞƐ͖�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽŝŶƚ�ŽĨ�ĞǆƚƌĂĐƟŽŶ͖ �ŚĞĂůƚŚǇ
ĂŶĚ�ŶŽŶͲŚĂƌŵĨƵů͖�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĞĚ�ǁ ŝƚŚŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶƟƌĞ�ůŝĨĞ�ĐǇĐůĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů�ĂŶĚ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ͖�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ
ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů�ĨŽƌ�ƌĞͲƵƐĞ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĞĚͲŝŶ͘ �&ƵƌƚŚĞƌŵŽƌĞ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŽƉƟŵĂů�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƌĞŶĞǁ ĂďůĞ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ�ĨŽƌŵ�Ă
vital part of this NEW WAY OF BUILDING.

Socio-economic considerations�ĂƌĞ�ĂŶ�ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�E�t �t �z�K&��h/>�/E ' ͘ ��ůů
members of the global society must be able to afford to build in a comfortable and ecologically
responsible way - an environmentally just way of building must also be a socially just way of building.

A robust Certification System is integral to this NEW WAY OF BUILDING. This system should be
ƉƌŽŵŽƚĞĚ�ĂƐ�ŝƚ�ĂůůŽǁ Ɛ�ĨŽƌ�ĐůĞĂƌ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚƐ͕�ŝŶ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ĂĐĐƌĞĚŝƚĞĚ
ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ͘�EĞǀ ĞƌƚŚĞůĞƐƐ͕�ǁ Ğ�ĂƌĞ�ǁ ĂƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŝŐŚůǇ�ĐƌŝƟĐĂů�ŽĨ�ĐŽŵŵĞƌĐŝĂů
ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚƐ�ƚƌǇŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ǁ ĂƚĞƌͲĚŽǁ Ŷ�ĐĞƌƟĮ ĐĂƟŽŶ͕ �ƵƐŝŶŐ�ŝƚ�ĂƐ�Ă�ŵĞĂŶƐ�ƚŽ�ƐĞůů�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐƐ�Žƌ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƚƐ͘�dŚŝƐ�ŚĂƐ
ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů�ƚŽ�ŵŝƐĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌŵŝŶĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�Ăŝŵ͘

Pro-active worldwide advocacy is necessary. We want the knowledge and skills for this NEW
t �z�K&��h/>�/E ' �ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŽƉĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐŝďůĞ�ƚŽ�Ăůů͘�t Ğ�ĐĂůů�ĨŽƌ�Ăůů�ƉĂƌƟĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂůƐ�ŝŶǀ Žůǀ ĞĚ�ƚŽ
ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŚĂƌĞ�ŝĚĞĂƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͘

�Ɛ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŶŐ�ŝŶ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�ǁ Ğ�ĂƌĞ�ĐŽŵŵŝƩĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚĂŬŝŶŐ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƚǇ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚŝƐ�E�t �t �z�K&
�h/>�/E ' ͘ �t Ğ�ǁ ŝůů�ƚĂŬĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�ƐƚĞƉƐ͕�Ğǀ ĞŶ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ĂŶǇ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƟŽŶƐ�Žƌ�ƐƚĂƚƵƚĞƐ�ĚĞŵĂŶĚ�ŝƚ͘ �t Ğ�ĂƌĞ
ŶŽƚ�ǁ ĂŝƟŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĞĂƐǇ�ƉĂƚŚ͕ �Žƌ�ĨŽƌ�ƐŽĐŝĞƚǇ�ƚŽ�ƐŚŝŌ�Į ƌƐƚ͖ �ǁ Ğ�ǁ ŝůů�ĂĐƟǀ ĞůǇ�ŵĂŬĞ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŚĂƉƉĞŶ͕ �ŶŽǁ ͘
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